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Naga kings who flourished in the third and fourth centuries A.D.,
are located in Gwalior State. PadmavatI is vividly described by
Bhavabhuti in his famous play Malati Madhaw, the scene of
which is laid in that city. The place also appears to have been
famous for a university, which attracted students from far-off places.
Coins, brick foundations and other relics referable to the early
centuries of the Christian era have been traced here. Dasapura
possesses a number of relics of the fifth and sixth centuries A.D.
Trial excavations were made here in 1923, which threw fresh light
on the monuments of the place.

Tumbavana is mentioned in the Buddhist literature as a stage
on the old road from Sravasti to Pratishthana, and is also referred
to in some of the votive inscriptions on the railing of the Great Stupa
at Sanchi. A Gupta inscription mentioning the ancient name of
the place, some rock-cut cells and remains of structural monuments
and sculptures of the Gupta and mediaeval periods have been found
here. Devagiri, mentioned in the Meghadiita of Kalidasa, has been
identified with Deva Dungari, a small hill in the Ujjain district of
Gwalior State.

Coming to monumental antiquities, Buddhist remains have sur-
vived at Besnagar, Bagh, Gyaraspur, Rajapur and Khejria-Bhop.
The city of Besnagar was a well-known Buddhist centre, with which
the penance grove at Sanchi with its stupas and viharas (third
century B.C. to tenth century A.D.) was closely related. Bagh
possesses a series of large vihara caves (fifth to seventh centuries
A.D.) hewn out of rock and adorned with fine mural paintings, which,
even in their present damaged condition, amply testify to the
standard which the art of painting in India had attained in those
days. Remnants of Buddhist stupas exist at Gyaraspur and Rajapur,
while at Khej ria-Bhop the inner face of a crescent-shaped hill is carved
into a series of monastic dwellings with a dagoba in the middle.